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Letter from the Director
January was such an exciting month! The children enjoyed
discovering about a wide variety of themes, “Ice/Winter,” “Martin
Luther King, Jr.,” “Snow,” and even “Ground Hogs!” The favorite
theme was “Spirit Week” where the students dressed up in
Mixed/Match clothes, Sports Jersey Day, Pajamas – for the Read-athon, and finally “Super Hero Day” where students dressed up in their
favorite hero costume! It was a wacky and fun-filled week! At the
end of the month, our “Giraffe” students enjoyed a field trip to the
Naples’ Zoo. We got a behind-the-scenes look at how certain animals
have “spines” and some do not. We met a Ball Python and even a live
scorpion. A tremendous thank you for the twenty plus chaperones we
had at the event – it was a beautiful day and a great field trip
experience.

name (or initial) with a black, permanent marker. Thank you in
advance
We hope you have a wonderful February and enjoy the nearly perfect
weather that is the envy of the entire nation! We are so blessed to live
in Naples – especially this time of year.

Fondly,

Janine
Janine Connell
Founder & Director
Windmill Creek Academy

February promises to be an exciting month as well. Since February is
the month of “love,” we’ll focus on friendship, gentleness, honesty
and integrity – culminating in our annual Valentine’s Day Exchange
on Friday, February 16th. The students will also learn about African
American History, Presidents and we’ll end the month celebrating the
books of Dr. Seuss. Green Eggs and Ham, anyone?!
Here are a few important reminders and dates to remember:
Hands are for Helping not Hurting - Tuesday, February 13
The Shelter for Women & Children will come to the school to provide
a presentation to our Giraffe students on “Hands are for Helping not
Hurting.” They do a tremendous job in presenting how we can share
and care for one another.
Valentine’s Day Exchange
On Friday, February 16, we’ll have our annual Valentine’s Day Card
Exchange. Please see your child’s classroom teachers for a list of the
students’ names and to sign up for party treats.
Presidents’ Day
We will be closed on Monday, February 19th in observance of the
Presidents’ Day national holiday.
Cubbies/Daily Sheets, etc.
Please do not forget to pick up your child’s daily sheet at the end of
each day as well as any artwork, special notes, etc. On Fridays,
please take home your child’s blanket to launder and then return it to
your child’s cubby on Monday morning. If you could please make
sure the blanket is returned to your child’s cubby (not just in a
backpack), we would be much obliged.
Car Seats and/or Stroller Storage
We hope you understand, but we do not have room for car seats or
stroller storage if you require switching them between your cars for
drop-off/pick-up. We wish we had room but our school space is fully
utilized by our teachers and students, therefore, storage space is
limited. Often times, second-hand car seats can be purchased at the
local Goodwill and/or thrift shops, so a second set could be purchased
at a nominal price. Thanks in advance for your understanding! :)
Label, Label, Label
Please remember to label all your children’s items (sippy cups,
blankets, jackets, backpacks, lunch boxes, etc.) with their first and last

Kristofer enjoys the Giraffes’ Class
Field Trip to the Naples Zoo

Character Training
February’s Character Training Values
Love ... Gentleness & Empathy
Honesty ... Integrity & Truthfulness
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Windmill Creek Academy
Classroom Updates
Bunnies
The Bunnies welcomed 2018 and some chilly weather in the
month of January! They had warm clothes on, pants and even
jackets! We look forward to ground hog day and ... 6 more weeks
of Florida “winter” or spring!? The Bunnies will have their first
Valentine’s Day – exchanging cards of love and friendship! In
February we look forward to being exposed to different colors,
shapes .. and even some Dr. Seuss rhymes! Our newest Bunny is
Fox – he is all smiles and loves to drink from his bottle and loves
to eat! John is a happy eater as well and loves avocados and
bananas! Noah is picking up his food now and is crawling all over
t he room. He standing up and pulling himself up – so strong!
Lucas loves to smiles. He is eating baby food and cereal and
sitting up. He’s reaching for toys and is very curious! Ainslee is
picking up her food. She loves to pull herself up and is getting
ready to walk. She is such a happy baby and loves picking out her
favorite toys. Vivi is eating baby food and loves yogurt pouches.
She is practicing sitting up. She smiles every time we call her by
name – such a happy little girl! Mable is picking up her food and
sitting up already. She loves to smile and find her favorite toys.
It’s great to be a Bunny!
Ms. Ally, Ms. Iris, Ms. Kaira and Ms. Lindsey
Cubs
In the month of January, it was all about the cold weather. We got
a real feel of winter. In the middle of the month we had a lot of
fun dressing up during “Sprit Week!” We had a cozy slumber
party in our pajamas and enjoyed all the crazy dressing antics. We
created some fun art projects and we love to “read” and hear new
vocabulary. We love to sing our ABCs, counting to 10 and
identifying objects on flash cards and in books. In February we
will be learning about African Americans, Presidents and hearing
lots of Dr. Seuss’ books because at the end of the month it is his
birthday! We look forward to making many red and pink hearts
for Valentine’s Day and having a great party on Friday, February
16. It’s great to be a Cub!
Ms. Kaira, Ms. Kayla, Ms. Kelsey & Ms. Sofie
Bears
January was a wonderful month – the Bears had “snow much fun!”
We talked about winter and how even though it’s fairly mild in
Florida, some states have lots of ice and snow! We made some fun
show flakes. We also talked about Martin Luther King Jr. and his
dream. We painted pictures of him. Then we had Spirit Week – so
many fun and crazy days packed into one week! We had Pajama
day, where we snuggled together and had story time with books we
brought in from home. We were sooo comfy! Then we had mixand match day and we dressed very crazy and had a dance party.
Next we had Sports Jersey Day and wore our favorite teams
apparel. We practiced being sporty and played kick ball and catch
outside. Our favorite day was probably Super Hero Day – we had
many super heroes through the school and in our class we had
Batman, Superman and Wonder Woman as well as some ninja
turtles, too! Coming up in FEBRUARY we will be learning about
the ground hog. Will he see his shadow? We are also going to
learn about Presidents, African American History, and Valentines.
At the end of the month we will be reading many Dr. Seuss books
and celebrate his birthday! Let’s hear it for the Bears!
Ms. Ana, Ms. Kelsey, Ms. Lesley, Ms. Mariah & Ms. Rachel
Frogs
The month of January was full of new themes and the Frogs’
embraced learning about them! Our favorite week was School
Spirit week – the Frogs dressed up as super heroes, had a lazy fun
day wearing pajamas while reading and enjoyed wearing sports

jerseys! The Frog students learned about the winter seasons and especially
enjoyed making their own different types of snow men. In February, the
students will learn about ground hogs and we will discover what happens
when you see the groundhog shadow. We will learn about African
American history and we will also fill the week with how to be a friend and
what friendship means as we look forward to Valentine’s Day. The students
will have an opportunity to share with their classmates cards, candy, hugs
and the gifts of friendship. Stay turned for our Valentine’s Day party signup sheet. The Frogs students will learn about some of our most famous and
influential Presidents and we will end the month reading and learning about
Dr. Seuss! At the end of the month we will celebrate his birthday! Green
Eggs and Ham anyone?! We would like to welcome Adrian and Julian to
our class! It’s great to be a Frog!
Ms. Ali, Ms. Ally, Ms. Raquel and Ms. Kelsey
Giraffes
The Giraffes have had a tremendous January. We continue to trek through
the Alphabet and are more than half-way through! Big changes have
occurred to help us learn our VPK standards. We have been practicing with
1-1 correspondence patterns and shapes in math. Our field trip to the
Naples Zoo was a day to remember – going behind the scenes with the zoo
keepers. Thank you to the many parents who helped to chaperone this
year’s fun-filled field trip! Mid-year assessment scores for our VPK
students will be printed out and distributed in early February. The VPK
students have shown great progress; the scores give us a clear picture of
where to direct our focus as we move through the year. In Art the Giraffes
had a great month. During “Ice” week we painted with ice and made
milkshakes. During MLK week, we made peace signs and talked about
freedom and living peacefully. During Spirit week the students had a blast
– on Pajama Day we made our own pair of pajamas. We also made crazy
socks and football helmets to celebrate Sports Jersey day. During Snow
week we made snow with white conditioner and baking soda! During
February we look forward to making Valentine’s heart crafts. Parents, if
you could donate shoe boxes that would be great, as the Giraffe students
will be turning them into Valentine’s cards mailboxes. The end of the
month will be in celebration of Dr. Seuss’ birthday. The students will make
Green Eggs and Ham and a fun One Fish, Two Fish .. project. In Social
Studies/Science the students learned about ice. We had hands-on projects
and discovered what melted ice faster ... sugar, salt or nothing. The Giraffes
were delighted to see that salt made the ice melt more quickly. We did other
experiments with “walking” water. We had 3 cups – one with red fool
coloring, one with nothing and the last one with blue water. The water
“walked” to the middle cup and combined the colors. We then learned
about Martin Luther King and about his dream. We showed the students
two eggs – one white and one brown. Were they different inside? The
students observed that although the shells were different on the outside, the
yolks ... the insides ... were the same. We also had some fun science
experiments with baking soda and vinegar and made exploding bags –
including balloons in a water bottle. At the end of the month, the students
explored about snow ... we created our own “snow” with baking soda and
corn starch. We also built snowmen with shaving cream. The students are
learning that science is cool, fun and fascinating! We look forward to
February’s amazing, hands-on activities!
Ms. Daisy, Ms. Kristen, Ms. Krystal and Ms. Sammy

February Birthdays
Ms. Raquel - February 9
Laura P - February 10
Nylah B - February 12
Ms. Rachel - February 18
Grant G - February 23
Carter C - February 24
Penelope B - February 25
Daisy B - February 27
Ms. Anna - February 28
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Ms. Raquel
February’s
Teacher
of the
Month!
Ms. Raquel is February’s Teacher of the Month! One parent writes,
“Ms. Raquel is always so calm and pleasant with the students. The
children seem to love her! She is always so attentive to the
students and just seems to be a great teacher.” Ms. Raquel
graduated from Naples High School and holds her Child
Development Associates’ Degree which stipulates over 600 hours
of early childhood education hours. She is a great teacher to her
students and a great team player on the Frogs’ teaching team.
Thank you, Ms. Raquel for your professionalism and genuinely
caring manner – they do not go unnoticed and we congratulate you
for being February’s “Teacher of the Month!”

Fun at the Naples Zoo

